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by Colin Comer

Details
Years Produced 1955

Number Produced 700

Original List Price $2,909

CM Valuation $65,000–$122,000

Tune-up $150

Distributor Cap $19.99

Chassis # Driver’s side door post

Engine # Pad on front of block below right 
cylinder head

Club National Corvette Restorers Society; 
Solid Axle Corvette Club

More www.ncrs.org; www.solidaxle.org

Alternatives
1955 Ford Thunderbird; 1953 
Oldsmobile Fiesta; 1954 Buick 
Skylark

CM Investment 
Grade B
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A Gold-winning resto, lightly used
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X7K+,?8%9+&C,#'$)%$$%7'J&F:C+,&+'\7@%'?&C"+&6#,&:7,&C"+&*+CC+,&B#,C&7:&C",++&@+#,$>&)@&
6($C7)+,&67'$%?'+9&%C&C7&C"+&I#,6"&<232&D779%'?&#(6C%7'J
e7K>& #*7(C& C"+& b,#,+c&X+''#'C& `8(+& B#%'C& \7*J& 1"7,C& 7:& "#O%'?& 976()+'C#C%7'&

B,7O%'?&C"+&7,%?%'#8&B#%'C&679+>&%C& %$&9%:V6(8C& C7&?+C&)(6"&#99%C%7'#8&)7'+@&:7,&#'@&
b,#,+c&!3&6787,$J&f':7,C('#C+8@>&C"+,+&%$&'7&C,%)&C#?&7'&#'@&!3&]7,&+O+'&#'@&!<>&:7,&
C"#C&)#CC+,^&!7,O+CC+&9+'7C%'?&6787,&7,&C,%)&7BC%7'$>&#'9&7'6+&#&6#,&%$&,+B#%'C+9&7,&
,+$C7,+9>&#88&+O%9+'6+&7:&C"+&7,%?%'#8&6787,&%$&,+)7O+9J&5"#C&%$&K"@&#*7(C&<22&7:&C"+&
7,%?%'#8&40&X+''#'C&`8(+&A00$&$(,O%O+&C79#@J&17&#'@&B,+)%()&:7,&C"%$&6787,&%$&'7'Q
+U%$C+'C>&('8+$$&%CA$&*#6P+9&(B&*@&"#,9&+O%9+'6+J&g#O%'?&#&*8(+&6#,&%$'AC&#&P'76P>&*(C&
%C&\($C&%$'AC&#&B8($>&+%C"+,J

And then, there’s usability to consider
X+,"#B$&C"+&*%??+$C&,+#$7'&K"@&!3&A.+CC+$&#,+&'7&87'?+,&C"+&h#O7,&7:&C"+&)7'C"&

67(89&*+&C"+&K#@&C"+@&9,%O+J&Y"%8+&C"+@&#,+&('9+'%#*8@&?,+#CQ877P%'?&6#,$W8%C+,#88@&
#&I7C7,#)#&9,+#)&6#,&C"#C&DI&#6C(#88@&*(%8CWC"+@&9,%O+&8%P+&C"+&B%6P(B&C,(6P&:,7)&
K"%6"&DI&$C78+&C"+&!7,O+CC+A$&6"#$$%$&B#,C$J&5"+@&#,+&"+#O@>&K%C"&%'+::+6C%O+&9,()&
*,#P+$& #88& #,7('9>& $87K& #'9& $87BB@& $C++,%'?>& #& 6,#)B+9& 676PB%C>& #'9& #& B('%$"%'?&
,%9+J&F99&C"+&:#6C& C"#C&)7$C&6#)+&K%C"&C"+&X7K+,?8%9+&#(C7)#C%6>&K"%6"&$#B$&)(6"&
7:&C"+&)79+$C&B7K+,&C"+&+'?%'+&B,79(6+$>&#'9&C"+@&#,+&#8$7&#)7'?&C"+&)7$C&$+9#C+Q
B+,:7,)%'?&!7,O+CC+$&+O+,&*(%8CJ
G:&C"+@&9,7O+&#$&?,+#C&#$&C"+@&877P>&G&#)&B7$%C%O+&C"+@&K7(89&*+&$+88%'?&:7,&97(*8+&

C"+%,&6(,,+'C&O#8(+J&
i+$B%C+&#88&7:&C"%$>&#&?779&3T00&.Z&!7,O+CC+&8%P+&7(,&$(*\+6C&%$&#&C7'&7:&6#,&:7,&\($C&

7O+,&;322PW+O+'&%:&%CA$&7'8@&($+9&#$&?#,#?+&#,C&7,&:7,&C"+&766#$%7'#8&6,(%$+&C7&5#$C++&
H,++_&7'&#&'%6+&$())+,&+O+'%'?J&!3$&#,+&$C(''%'?&C7&*+"789>&#'9&K"%8+&('%'$B%,%'?&
C7&9,%O+>&C"+@&#C&8+#$C&"#O+&#'&%'9+$C,(6C%*8+&6"#$$%$&#'9&*(88+CB,77:&9,%O+C,#%'J&H+K&
O+"%68+$&K%88&#CC,#6C&#$&)(6"&B7$%C%O+&#CC+'C%7'&#$&7'+&7:&C"+$+&$"7K*7#C$J&a($C&8%P+&789&
)#"7?#'@&,('#*7(C$>&C"+@&"#O+&#'&(CC+,8@&('%[(+&$7('9&C7&?7&K%C"&C"+%,&9+$%?'J&17&
87'?&#$&@7(&9,%O+&#&!3&K%C"%'&%C$&6#B#*%8%C%+$&]#$&K+88&#$&@7(,&7K'^>&%C&6#'&*+&#&)7$C&
,+K#,9%'?&,%9+J
R7'?&C+,)>&K%C"&\($C&S22&B,79(6+9&#'9&B,7C+6C+9&*@&#'&%'9+8%*8+&$C#C($&#$&7'+&7:&

"%$C7,@A$&)7$C&%67'%6&$B7,C$&6#,$>&G&6#'AC&$++&"7K&#'@*79@&67(89&+O+,&?+C&"(,C&K%C"&#&
?779&!3&!7,O+CC+&#C&C"%$&P%'9&7:&)7'+@J&17)+&)%?"C&+O+'&6#88&C79#@A$&B,%6+$&#&?779&
7BB7,C('%C@&C7&?+C&#&!3&#C&#&:#%,&B,%6+J&
H7,&C"+&$+88+,&"+,+>&B(CC%'?&#$%9+&#'@&)#%'C+'#'6+&67$C$>&C"+&9%::+,+'6+&*+CK++'&

"%$& *(@& C",++& @+#,$& #?7& #'9& "%$& $+88& C79#@&K#$& #*7(C&
;02>222>& K"%6"& )+#'$& C"+& !7,O+CC+& 67$C& "%)& ,7(?"8@&
;30>222& #& @+#,& %'& 9+B,+6%#C%7'J& 5"#CA$& K"#C& "#BB+'$&
K"+'&@7(&*(@&%'&#&,%$%'?&)#,P+C&#'9&$+88&%'&#&:#88%'?&7'+J
17&G&6+,C#%'8@&C"%'P&7(,&$(*\+6C&6#,&#C&;3<=>022&K#$&#&

?779&*(@&:7,&#&P'7K'>&K+88Q$7,C+9>&:7,)+,&`877)%'?C7'&
D789Q6+,C%V+9&3T00&.Z&!7,O+CC+J&X,7B+,8@&)#%'C#%'+9>&
G& $($B+6C& %C&K%88&*+&7::+,%'?&+'\7@)+'C& :7,& %C$&'+K&#'9&
$(*$+[(+'C&7K'+,$&:7,&9+6#9+$&C7&67)+>&#'9&%$&8%P+8@&C7&
"789&%C$&O#8(+&#$&K+88J&Z
]G'C,79(6C7,@& 9+$6,%BC%7'& 67(,C+$@& 7:& D779%'?& E&

!7)B#'@J^

!jRGe&!jI/N&%$&C"+&:7('9+,&7:&!78%'A$&!8#$$%6&
F(C7)7*%8+$&%'&I%8K#(P++>&Y%$67'$%'J&g+&%$&C"+&#(C"7,&
7:&C"+&*+$CQ$+88%'?&*77P&J+''+".BG"''&1%J#)/'-%7&1)>&
#'9&C"+&7"(0'-*-%S""F%":%[!-'E?=

SEAT TIME
Van Pearcy, Midland, TX: I had an opportunity to 

buy a numbers-matching ’55 in Scottsdale back in 
2000 for about $77k. I backed off because I had pur-
chased two other cars the same weekend—a 1950 
Ford coupe convertible and a 1968 Dodge Coronet 
R/T Hemi. Seven years later, after searching far and 
wide, I found a supposed 1955 V8 Corvette on a farm 
in Indiana that was sitting in a barn. I didn’t know the 
status of the car except the farmer said, “It’s in good 
shape!” 

I found a reputable Corvette inspector in 
Chicago and paid him to travel the 600-plus miles 
roundtrip to inspect and drive the car, which had 
been restored years back, but then kept in the barn. 
The phone call after the inspection went something 
like this: 

VAN: Well, what do you think?   
INSPECTOR: Can I ask you a question first?  
V: Sure.
I: How did you find this ’55 ’Vette, anyway?  
V: So, it’s a good one? 
I: If you don’t buy this, I am going to buy it!  
V: Really? It’s that good?  
I: I take it the farmer never told you it won the 

Bloomington Gold Award a couple years back?  
V: (Gulp) Well, uh, no! So, did he tell you why he 

is selling it?  
I: He’s living more and more at his home in Florida 

and feels if the price is right, someone else should 
have fun with it.  

Needless to say, the price was right and I had the 
car transported to Texas. I now happily own one of 
my dream cars.


