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Horsepower Colin Comer

Trending toward fun
7KHVH�³'D\�7ZR´�PRGL¿�FDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�

D�QHZ�SKHQRPHQRQ�LQ�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�ZRUOG��
EXW�WKH\�VHHP�WR�KDYH�UHDOO\�FRPH�RQ�VWURQJ�
ODWHO\�

:K\"�+DYH�ZH�DOO�VWULYHG�WR�UHVWRUH�FDUV�
WR�IDFWRU\�IUHVK��ERQH�VWRFN��126�DLU�LQ�
WKH�WLUHV�FRQGLWLRQ�IRU�WRR�ORQJ"�,V�KDYLQJ�D�
&232�&DPDUR�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKH�WKUHH�RWKHU�
RQHV�DW�WKH�VKRZ�QRZ�SDVVp"�'LG�WKDW�¿�UVW�
GULYH�LQ�\RXU�FRQFRXUV�UHVWRUHG�PXVFOH�FDU�
QRW�PDWFK�\RXU�PHPRU\�RI�WKH�ULGH�\RXU�
ROGHU�VLVWHU¶V�ER\IULHQG�JDYH�\RX�LQ�D�VLPLODU�
FDU�LQ�����"�2U�KDV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�D�ODZQ�FKDLU�
ORRNLQJ�DW�D�������EDUUHO�5RDG�5XQQHU�DV�D�
PRYHDEOH�DUW�LQVWDOODWLRQ�DW�D�VKRZ�JURZQ�
WLUHVRPH"�'R�ZH�HQMR\�UXPEOLQJ�LQWR�D�
FUXLVH�QLJKW�PRUH�WKDQ�ZKHH]LQJ�RQWR�D�
FRQFRXUV�ODZQ"

$OO�DUH�JRRG�UHDVRQV��EXW�ZKDWHYHU�WKH�
FDVH��,�WKLQN�WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�LV�WKLV��$�ORW�
RI�XV�DUH�RYHU�EXLOGLQJ�D�FDU�IRU�RWKHUV�RU�
WR�³IDFWRU\�FRUUHFW´�FRQGLWLRQ��:H�MXVW�

ZDQW�D�FDU�WKDW�PDNHV�XV�KDSS\��:H�ZDQW�WR�KHDU�D�ELJ�FDP�DQG�
KLJK�FRPSUHVVLRQ�VOXJV�ORXG�DQG�FOHDU�WKURXJK�WKH�SLSHV��:H�ZDQW�D�
FDU�WKDW�VFDUHV�WKH�WDU�RXW�RI�RXU�SDVVHQJHUV�ZKHQ�LW�JRHV�VLGHZD\V�LQ�
WKLUG�JHDU��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�PRGL¿�FDWLRQV�DUH�QRW�KDUG�WR�UHYHUVH��DQG�
PRVW�PDNH�D�EHWWHU��PRUH�HQMR\DEOH�FDU�WR�GULYH��0D\EH�DV�ZH¶YH�DJHG�
ZH¶YH�UHPHPEHUHG�ZK\�ZH�ZDQWHG�WKLV�VWXII�LQ�WKH�¿�UVW�SODFH"

,�VHH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�KDYLQJ�PRUH�IXQ�ZLWK�³'D\�7ZR´�RU�VHQVLEO\�
GLDOHG�LQ�����FRUUHFW�UHVWRUHG�FDUV�WKDQ�ZLWK�WUDLOHU�TXHHQV��$IWHU�
DOO��QRWKLQJ�PDNHV�\RX�IHHO�PRUH�OLNH�D�NLG�DJDLQ�WKDW�GRLQJ�D�ZLFNHG�
ELJ�EXUQRXW�RU�VKRZLQJ�XS�WKDW�WHHQDJHU�LQ�WKH�+RQGD�QH[W�WR�\RX��
:LWK�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�GULYHU�RQ�D�FORVHG�FRXUVH��RI�FRXUVH��

2 Laughing with the cars we once laughed at
,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�DERXW�\RX��EXW�ZKHQ�,�ZDV��UHJUHWWDEO\��PXFK��

PXFK��\RXQJHU��,�KDG�DQ�³,¶G�UDWKHU�ZDON�WKDQ�ULGH�LQ�WKDW´�DWWLWXGH�
DERXW�FHUWDLQ�FDUV��$QG�,�KDWHG�ZDONLQJ�WKHQ�DV�PXFK�DV�,�GR�QRZ��

(YHQ�ZKHQ�,�KDG�QR�ZKHHOV�DQG�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�FDUV�ZHUH�DYDLODEOH�
IRU�OLWWOH�PRUH�WKDQ�SRFNHW�FKDQJH��,�GLG�D�1DQF\�5HDJDQ�DQG�MXVW�
VDLG�QR��*XHVV�ZKDW"�,¶P�QRZ�¿�QGLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�FDUV�RIIHU�D�ORW�
PRUH�IXQ�WKDQ�WKH�+RO\�*UDLO�DVSLUDWLRQDO�FDUV�ZH�DOO�GUHDPW��DQG�VWLOO�
GUHDP��RI�RZQLQJ��

I¶P�QRW�D�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDO��EXW�ODWHO\�,¶YH�REVHUYHG�
VRPH�YHU\�GLVWLQFW�FDVHV�RI�FKLOGOLNH�EHKDYLRU�LQ�ERWK�P\VHOI�DQG�
WKRVH�DURXQG�PH��:HOO��DW�OHDVW�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�RXU�FDUV��'RQ¶W�
JHW�PH�ZURQJ�²�ZH¶UH�QRW�GULYLQJ�WKURXJK�FDQG\�VWRUH�ZLQGRZV�
DQG�ORRWLQJ�DOO�WKH�1RZ�	�/DWHUV�RU�GUDZLQJ�RQ�RXU�VHDWV�ZLWK�

FUD\RQV��,QVWHDG��ZH¶UH�JLYLQJ�D�ELJ�QDQQ\�QDQQ\�ERR�ERR�WR�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�UXOHV�RI�FDU�FROOHFWLQJ��

+RZ"�+HUH�DUH�WZR�H[DPSOHV�

1 “Hopping up” cars that were or are 
expected to be restored to concours level

:KHQ�¶��V�DQG�¶��V�PXVFOH�FDUV�ZHUH�QHZ��NHHSLQJ�WKHP�ERQH�
VWRFN�GLGQ¶W�VSHDN�WR�WKH�RZQHU¶V�LQGLYLGXDOLW\�RU�RIIHU�DQ\ZKHUH�QHDU�
RSWLPL]HG�WLUH�VKUHGGLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH��

7KH�³'D\�7ZR´�PRQLNHU�UHIHUV�WR�ZKDW�PRVW�JX\V�GLG�WKH�GD\�DIWHU�
WKH\�ERXJKW�D�QHZ�PXVFOH�FDU��2XW�ZHQW�WKH�SRZHU�UREELQJ�VPRJ�
V\VWHPV��ZKHH]\�H[KDXVW�V\VWHPV��VNLQQ\�VWRFN�WLUHV��DQG�DQ\WKLQJ�
HOVH�GHHPHG�XQQHFHVVDU\�RU�XQFRRO��+HDGHUV��WUDFWLRQ�EDUV��JODVVSDFN�
PXIÀ�HUV��&UDJDU�PDJV��ELJ�WLUHV��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�LQYDVLYH�KRW�URG�
WHFKQLTXHV�OLNH�FDPVKDIWV�DQG�VWHHS�UHDU�JHDUV�ZHUH�WKH�QRUP�

Rewriting

THE RULES
of car collecting

INSANE, OVER-THE-TOP RESTORED MUSCLE CARS CAN’T TAKE US 
BACK TO BEING 16 AGAIN WITH A TURN OF THE KEY

Cooler than a Cobra?
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Once uncool, now collectible?
&DVH�LQ�SRLQW��$�YHU\�JRRG�IULHQG�RI�PLQH��ZKR�KDV�SHUKDSV�WKH�

¿QHVW�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�RQH�RII�PXVFOH�FDUV�DQG�VLJQL¿FDQW�&REUDV�RQ�WKH�
SODQHW�²�D�JX\�ZKR�LV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�DOO�126�DVVHPEO\�OLQH�SDUW�RQO\�
GZHHEV�ZKR�FRXQWV�WKH�ÀXWHV�RQ�SODVWLF�YDOYH�VWHP�FDSV�DQG�QHYHU�
GULYHV�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�JUHDW�FDUV�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�D�ZHHQLH��ERXJKW�D�NLOOHU�
DOO�RULJLQDO������*UHPOLQ�ODVW�\HDU��+H�FDOOHG�WR�WHOO�PH�KRZ�DZHVRPH�
LW�ZDV�DQG�KRZ�DOO�RI�KLV�ZHHQLH�IULHQGV�ZHUH�WHDVLQJ�KLP�DERXW�LW��

1RZ��UHPHPEHU�²�,�DP�IURP�:LVFRQVLQ��DQG�HYHQ�KHUH�121(�
RI�XV�ZDQWHG�DQ�³$LQ¶W�0\�&DU´�*UHPOLQ��HYHU��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�
QHZ��%XW�DV�VRRQ�DV�,�VDZ�WKH�SLFWXUHV��VRPHWKLQJ�FDPH�RYHU�PH�DQG�,�
VDLG��³/HW�PH�NQRZ�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�GRQH�ZLWK�LW�DQG�,¶OO�EX\�LW�́

$V�OXFN�ZRXOG�KDYH�LW��D�IHZ�PRQWKV�DJR�P\�EXGG\�FDOOV�DQG�VD\V�
³,�QHHG�WKH�URRP��:HUH�\RX�UHDOO\�VHULRXV�DERXW�WKH�*UHPOLQ"´�6R��
OHW�PH�WHOO�\RX�DERXW�P\�QHZ�*UHPOLQ����LW¶V�DV�KRUULEOH�DV�,�UHPHPEHU�
DQG�,�DEVROXWHO\�ORYH�LW��6KRFNLQJO\��LW�VHHPV�,�DP�QRW�DORQH�LQ�OLNLQJ�
WKHVH�FXWH�OLWWOH�+RUQHWV�ZLWK�WKH�EDFN�KDFNHG�RII��<RX�FDQ¶W�GULYH�LW�
DQ\ZKHUH�ZLWKRXW�D�FURZG�IRUPLQJ��(YHU\ERG\�ZKR�FRPHV�WR�P\�
JDUDJH�VSULQWV�SDVW�WKH�&REUDV�WR�VHH�WKH�*UHPOLQ��,W¶V�LQVDQH��

$QG�P\�ZHHQLH�EXGG\"�$V�VRRQ�DV�KH�VROG�PH�WKH�*UHPOLQ��KH�
IRXQG�DQ�2SHO�0DQWD�*7�DQG�ERXJKW�LW��:K\"�+H�KDG�RQH�DV�KLV�¿UVW�
FDU��$QG�WKDW¶V�VRPHWKLQJ�DOO�WKH�LQVDQH�RYHU�WKH�WRS�PXVFOH�FDUV�
FDQ¶W�GR�IRU�DQ\�RI�XV�²�WKH\�FDQ¶W�WDNH�XV�EDFN�WR�EHLQJ����DJDLQ�
ZLWK�D�WXUQ�RI�WKH�NH\��

What’s old is new
$�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��P\�ZLIH�VDZ�DQ�HDUO\�%URQFR�GULYLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�

$UL]RQD�DQG�ORYHG�LW��,�H[SODLQHG�WR�KHU�KRZ�,�KDWHG�WKHP�EHFDXVH�,�
¿[HG�ZD\�WRR�PDQ\�UXVW\�%URQFR�SORZ�WUXFNV�LQ�P\�\RXWK�DQG�KRZ�

VKH�ZRXOG�
KDWH�GULYLQJ�
RQH��%XW��
DV�DQ\ERG\�
who is 
PDUULHG�
NQRZV��\RX�
FDQ�LQGHHG�
ORVH�D�RQH�
WR�RQH�YRWH��
VR�,�ZDV�
WDVNHG�ZLWK�
¿QGLQJ�KHU�
D�%URQFR�

We 
IRXQG�
D�QLFH��

UXVW�IUHH�������ODVW�\HDU��ZLWK�DXWR��36��D�F��DQG�SRZHU�GLVF�EUDNHV��LQ�
3KRHQL[��$=��$OO�LW�WRRN�ZDV�RQH�WHVW�GULYH�IRU�KHU�WR�EH�KRRNHG��6KH�
HYHQ�GURYH�LW�IURP�$UL]RQD�WR�:LVFRQVLQ�DORQJ�5RXWH����²�DERXW�
������PLOHV�²�WR�JHW�LW�KRPH��,W�KDV�QRZ�EHFRPH�KHU�FDU�RI�FKRLFH�²�
VR�PXFK�VR�WKDW�ZH�HQGHG�XS�VHOOLQJ�KHU������0XVWDQJ�*7�EHFDXVH�
VKH�QHYHU�GURYH�LW�DIWHU�JHWWLQJ�WKH�%URQFR��1RZ�VKH�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�
YLQWDJH�)RUG�SLFNXS�²�DQRWKHU�YHKLFOH�QRQH�RI�XV�ZRXOG�KDYH�WUDGHG�
D�0XVWDQJ�*7�IRU�LQ�RXU�IRUPDWLYH�\HDUV�

,�FRXOG�RIIHU�D�WKLUG�H[DPSOH�DIWHU�D�WULS�WR�WKH�ORFDO�DSSOLDQFH�
VWRUH�UHFHQWO\�ZKHUH�,�ZLWQHVVHG�³UHWUR´�FRORUHG�DSSOLDQFHV��EXW�,�
UHIXVH�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKLV�PRYHPHQW��<HW��%XW�FKHFN�EDFN�ZLWK�PH�
LQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV��:KR�NQRZV��E\�WKHQ�,�PD\�EH�ZD[LQJ�D�YLQWDJH�ROLYH�
JUHHQ�.HOYLQDWRU�LQ�P\�NLWFKHQ��3HUVSHFWLYH��*RG�KHOS�XV��A

Willingly traded a Mustang GT for ... a Bronco?
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